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A t >Hl•�Lf J\1-I NA RV Rl•JJ >OWI' ON rJ'III� BIOLOGY AND 
ECOLOGY 0111 'l'ITl1J 8NOWY HJ VER ARI1JA .EN NOR'r.H­

�A i::;r 11 l1J l{N V 1 C'l'O H,J A. 

(Plates 11-J:1). 

'!'his l'l'J>Ol't deal!'; with a prirnH1·y visit to the area, provides a 
gcllerali:1.,·d dcsc1·iption of the co1111try, and lists the plants and 
animals collected. 

'L'lw Snowy Hive1· :rnd its ti·ilrntal'ics between Buchan and the 
Vidoria-NPw No11tl1 "\V:iles hol'de1· fr:iversc• lll\1('li t·om1try whil'h 
is 1111pop11l:ded aml rmllaim; in its vil'gin state. It iR steeply 
111011111:ii11011R, <'.011si:-d.i11g of :111 1111bl'Ok1 111 series of ranges aucl 
valleys whi<·h support a varied florn, :md which extend nortll­
wal'ds tow:nds .I\U. Kos<·iw,ko i11 N('W 8outli \V,tles. ,vith the· 
c>x<·eptio11 ol' 1lic Nnmvy Rivel' itRelf, 110 p:1·omHl survey of the
<'.o\llll.l'Y lt:rn eve!' hc•c•11 rnack, nrnl i1 is almost 1111lrnow11 biologfrally.

'J'liese <·01Hlitirn1s :tlo11c rnnke tlH 1 an'a a <k·sirable oue fo1' an 
c<·ologi<·,tl study, lmt t hel'e iR :1 lso :rnoU1er consiclc1·atio11. Then� 
is a. p1·opos.1 l hy ( l o\'c't'llllH'll1 n I hod i,·s i o d ivcd t IH· water o[ tile 
811owy Hiv<'t' l'ol' 11s1• i11 i liC' �-<·t1e1·a1 ion ol' ltydrn-ek·<'hi<· po\\·e1· 
and l'rn· il'l'igatio11. 'l'his 11rn_v h:t\'l' some 1·q)('1·c11ssio11 on the bio­
logi<·al h:tl:11wc ol' 1-hc :tl'l':t below j·]w divel'sion, arnl eonlcl, in the 
fuh1 t'c'. fol'lll ihc snhjeet. Jo,· ,111 inten•s1 inµ; c·ornp:uison. 

'l'ltl' :tl)()\'<' f:wis ot11liw· the 1'<':tf-ons J'or 1hc investigation by the 
Natio11:tl l\fnsemn of Victorin. 

l\l 11fa•11m 1w1·sorn1l·l 011 the pl'illl:uy visit <'.011s istecl of C. W. 
lfr:l:t.<'llot· (.l\l:1111malop;ist), ,J. ll. .i\La<'phen;on (Co11chologist), S. 
<1. \Vlti11t·11p (.l\Li1H'l',tlogist), and H. Boswell (Preparator). 

A 1·:1111p 011 11w N11owy I?.in·1·, pl:urne<l from tlle ve1·y meagre 
111:ips :llld i11J'on11:d io11 :1V11il:1hk befo1·e the hip, proved to be 
impr:ldi,·;i I wlwu 1 he a 1·pa w:1s rcache<l. lIPacl<piartcrn was tliere­
fol'c eRt-ahliRlied 11r;u· Gd:rntipy, aml two- or t.hree-cl:ly excnrsio11s 
wen' rnadc 1'1·0111 1 !ten'. In this rn:nmel' the party visited the 
Snowy HiVl'I', at < 1:nnplw]l's Nob a11(l at its jn11ctio11 with the 
nc,d<liek Hi\'C't', t!H· Sugg:111 Duggan River, the Little River and 
vVornha1· 0·0 ( 1

1'('Ck tl1(' rdlll'l'i11dal Rive1· 0·01·n·e a]l(l hio·h com1t1·y 
(""'I ' h M '  M 

bdwc'c'll the :-;0111·(:C of the Hncli:111 River mid ,v ombargo Creek. 
l1'1·om ohs,·1·,·atious made' d11l'ing theRe excrn·sio11R, tile following 
Rkdeh of tlit• :uea rn:1v be 111:1de. 

rl'lw co1111try r0<·k of° tlw rn·ea is mainly Smnvy RiYc1· porphyry. 
Uuclel' tliiR he:1di11g is i11cl11cl<'<l Yariecl nwk types, a munbe1' of 
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,vhic-h can be described as Yolranic agglomerates whilst othcl'S 
arc true qnartz porphyries; in places they arc many hundreds of 
feet thick. Underlying this is granite, which outcrops in some 
areas. There arc also exposures of Ordivician, isolated small 
outcrops of hasalt, and, to the south, some limestone. The steep 
mountainsides hold practically no soil and there is little alluvial 
deposition in riYcr YalleYs. 

The bare country abso.rbs little of the rainfall, which averages 
30 inc-hc:-; pc1· year, awl the nm-off causes a very rapid change 
of riycr rise and fall which is accentuated at the time of melting 
snow. 

The northern slopes of the mountains arc dry and open; the 
1--outhern slope:-; arc less dry and cany more scrub. In the high 
tountry ( 4.000 to 5,000 feet) there arc large ai·cas of Snow Grass 
(Pou Nt('Sj1ito:-w) and starnls of Snow Gum (PJ11cul.11pt11s pauri­
flor({). Tb<' wn·thc1·n lower sl()pcs carry "\Vhitc Gmns (Euc r1- 
lJl]Jt11s i·imi11(/lis and E. ruhidu) and Box (probably E1tcalJJJJt11s 
alb('US). and have little or no grunncl cover tl10ngh some areas 
haYC a sparse grnwth of the low-growing rrca rr1·cc (LrplOSj)('l'-
1111/IJ/ ottr11 11({f11J11J. rl'hc principal tree on the southern slopes 
is the \\ro()llylrntt (Eucr1lyJ1f11s ,r;i_rJ(fllfro). Rtill lowc1· in the gullie:-; 
is a varyinµ; ,111101mt of sernb inducling Blanket-leaf (B('dfol'(lirt 
sr1lici1w ). �lusk (Olcl/rirt r1r,<JOJJ!i,1;lla), and scve1·al species of Tea 
'Tree (1,r'JifosJJ('l'!illtlll lrrniy{'J'/1111, /Jccr/i'e(f (/111111ir11w, and K1111zi11 
71ed1111('11lr1ris). In the- decpc1· gnlly-heacls, the sen1h thi<'kcns to 
.innglc p1·oporti()11s, arnl besides Blanket-leaf arnl 1\Iusk eontai11s 
Li1ly-pi1ly (R11,r;c11io 1",'111it/1ii), "\Yire Chass (Tdrr"·1·h('JW j1111r ('a) 
ancl Lianes incln<ling < 1lem:1tis (('lc111ati::; urisf((frt) arnl Supple­
jack (L.11011sir1. sfl'r1111 iJl('O). 

Ruf'h a shod, ge11c1·alizecl ontline of the ,·mmiry mn:-;t neces­
saril�· leave uia1ir µ;aps, hut is iuternle<l to present onl�· an overall 
view whfrh. as specifie loenlities are more intensively worked, 
ma:v he filled in. 




