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INTERTIDAL ECOLOGY OF PORT PHILLIP BAY WITH SYSTEMATIC
LIST OF PLANTS AND ANIMALS

By R. J. KiNG,* J. HopeE Brackf and SorHIE C. DUCKER*

Abstract

The zonation is recorded at 14 stations within Port Phillip Bay. Any special features of a
station are discusscd in relation to the adjacent stations and the whole Bay. The intertidal
plants and animals are listcd systcmatically with rcfcrences, distribution within the Bay and

relevant comment.

1. INTERTIDAL ECOLOGY
By R. J. KING and J. HoPE BLACK

Introduction

This account is basically conecrncd with thc
distribution of intertidal plants and animals of
Port Phillip Bay. The benthic flora and fauna
have been dealt with in separate papers (Mem-
oir 27 and present volumc).

Following preliminary investigations, 14
stations were sclected for dctailed study in such
a way that all regions and all major geological
formations were represented. These localities
are listed below and are shown in Figure 1.

For ease of comparison with Womersley
(1966), in his paper on the subtidal algae, the
bay is divided into the same rcgions. All
regions exeept Central Bay are included.

The dates given are the dates of the main
investigation of the arca, but all stations have
been visited on several occasions.

Northern Bay—Areas 1-14
Area 6: Station 16 Williamstown, 28 Aug. 69

Corio Bay—Areas 15-18, 25-30, 37-40

Area 16: Station 23 Kirk Pt. 2 Fcb. 69

Area 25: Station 19 North Corio Bay, 17
Sept. 69

Area 26: Station 2 Limeburners Ck. 17 Sept.
69

Area 27: Station 17 Pt Wilson, 2 Fcb. 70

Area 29: Station 22 Portarlington, 16 Oet.
69

* School of Botany, University of Melhourne
1 Hon. Associate, National Musecum of Victoria

South-western Bay—Arcas 42, 49, 50
Arca 42 Station 21 St. Leonards 16 Oct. 69
Arca 49: Station 4 Swan Bay Jetty, 17 Sept.

69

Eastern Bay—Areas 23-24, 35-36, 47-48, 55
Arca 23, Station 20, Ricketts Pt., 30 Sept. 69
Area 55: Station 15 Schnapper Pt. 25 May

70
Area 55: Station 13 Fossil Beach 25 May
70

Southern Bay—Arcas 60-64, 67-70
Arca 63: Station 24 Martha Pt. 25 May 70
Port Phillip Heads—Areas 58-59
Area 58: Station 10 Quecnscliff, 12 Mar. 69
Arca 58: Station 5 Pt. Nepean, 15 Jan. 70
Stations or groups of stations are considercd
separately bclow. The basic zonation is out-
lined in a tablc which, unless otherwise stated,
is that of open rock platform. The letters U, M
or L after a species refer to its position within
the zone indicated. The position shown for a
particular species is thc level of maximum de-
vclopment and individuals of this species may
be found well above and/or below this. Sea-
sonal functuations in abundance occur for
many algae and in some cases this has been
noted.

Northern Bay

Area 6 (S16) Williamstown (Foreshore off
Gloucester Reserve) 28 August 69

Area 6 (S16A) Williamstown (0-25 mi E.
of 16).
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