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Abstract

Hanamura, Y., Wadley, V. and Taylor, I., 1999. Description of a new species of the Pacific
shrimp genus Paracrangon (Crustacea: Decapoda: Crangonidae) {rom southemn Australia,
with a key to the genus. Memoirs of Museum Victoria 57: 311-317,

A sixth species of the genus Paracrangon, P. australis sp. nov. (Crustacea: Decapoda:
Crangonidae), is reported from a scamount off southern Australia and from Macquarie Island.
The Australian species is unique in having four-five teeth on the dorsal median margin of the
carapace, which is associated with a distinct reticulate structure on the supraventral part. All
species of the genus recorded to date have four or fewer teeth on the dorsal median margin of
the carapace. The present record is the first occurrence of the genus in the southwest Pacific
and greatly extends its known gcographical range. A key for identification of all species is
presented with data on geographical and bathymetric ranges.

Introduction

The genus Paracrangon is a small group of cran-
gonid shrimps unique in having no second pere-
opods. It currently contains five specics in the
Pacific Occan, from Japan to off Peru, along the
North Pacific subarctic waters (Méndecz, 1981;
Ohé and Takeda, 1986). Among the species,
P. echinata Dana, 1852 is a trans-North Pacific
species, occurring from the west coast of North
America to Japan and the Tsushima Strait in the
Sea of Japan, with a wide depth distribution from
the sublittoral to over 1000 m. The remaining
four species exhibit comparatively limited distri-
butions. Paracrangon abei Kubo, 1937 and P.
Sfurcata Kubo, 1937 are endemic to Japan, while
P. areolata Faxon, 1893 has been recorded in the
eastern tropical Pacific from off Mexico to Peru.
In recent cruises (SS01/97, SS01/99) in south-
ern Australia and Macquarie Island of FRV
Southern Surveyor epibenthic sled surveys pro-
duced several shrimps including six specimens of
the genus Paracrangon. These specimens differ
from other species of Paracrangon in having
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four{ive dorsal median teeth on the carapace,
and undoubtedly belong to an undescribed
species.

This paper reports on this sixth species of
Paracrangon and provides evidence of an impor-
tant extension of the known geographical range
of the genus to the southwestern edge of the
Pacific. The specimens are deposited in collec-
tions of the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery,
Hobart (TM) and Museum Victoria, Melbourne
(NMV).

Paracrangon australis sp. nov.
Figures 1-3

Material examined. Holotype. Tasmania, approxi-
mately 84 km SSE of South East Cape (44°16°S,
147°20°E), 987 m, e¢pibenthic sled, FRV Southern Sur-
veyor, 27 Jan 1997 (stn SS 01/97 36), TM G3656
(ovigerous female, 15.0 mm carapace length).
Paratypes. Tasmania, 84 km SSE off South East
Cape (44°16.2°S, 147°19.8°'E), “J1” seamount, 1300 m,
epibenthic sled, T.N. Stranks et al. on FRV Southern
Surveyor, 27 Jap 1997 (stn SS01/97 37), NMV J41279
(2 ovigerous females, c. 15, 15.7 mm carapace length).
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