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Abstract

Malyutina, M.V., 1999, Storthyngnrella, new genus of Munnopsidae (Crustacea: lsopoda),
with descriptions of three new species from deep-sea basins of the Southern 1Hemisphere.
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A new genus Storthyngnrella and three new species are described trom deep-sea basins and
trenches of the Southern Hemisphere. Storthvigurello is characterised by: long dorsal and lat-
eral spines on the body: a terminal spine on the pleotelson: a long spine on the basal article of
both antennae; narrow posterior percopods S-7: clongated distal lobes of male pleopod 1
extending far beyond the distal margins of pleopods 2; a long stylet ol male pleopod 2. which
is more than two-thirds as long as the protopod; and clongated uropods with tubular protopod
and rami. The new genus is most similar to Storthyagnra and Microprotus.

Introduction

A specialised deep-sca family Munnopsidac Sars,
1869 is characterised by natatory posterior legs
with paddle-like carpi and propodi  bearing
plumose sctae, fused compact natasome and
streamline body outline. A small group of mun-
nopsid genera is distingushed by spinosce body,
fused but non-compact natasome, and relatively
narrow pereopods 57, which in some cascs are
lacking natatory sctac. This group comprises
Acanthocope  Beddard, 1885,  Storthyngura
Vanhoffen, 1914, and Microprotus Riehardson,
1910. The most numerous (more than 40 specics)
and widespread genus Storthyngura shows vari-
able external morphology. s species arc distin-
guished by different number and length of body
spines, shape of pleotelson, and morphology of
appendages. Among the representatives of the
genus large active swimmers, which swim back-
wards, are characterised by relatively compaet
muscular body, paddle-like percopods 5-7, and
short body proeesses dirccted forward; also a few
elegant, brittle specics have thin, long spines and
narrow, often walking posterior legs. George and
Menzies (1968a) tried to divide the genus into
five groups and 14 subgroups. Although they
wrote that their analysis was based on 158
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characters, description ol these subdivisions was
based mainly on pleotelson morphology. Never-
theless, the groups were distinguished by other
morphological characters such as armament of
the antennac, morphology ol the posterior pairs
ol percopods and male pleopods. The artificiality
of such a classification was noted by subsequent
authors (Birstein, 1969; Wilson ct al., 1989).
Working with Storthyngura specimens collected
by RV Adkademik Kurchatov (cruises 11 and 43)
and RV Dwitrit Mendeleev (cruises 16 and 43)
from deep-sca trenches and basing ol the South-
ern Hemisphere, | was able to compare 12 specics
of this genus. The new genus Stortlvnguirella
is erceted for three new species deseribed in
this paper and live previously known specics of
Storthyngura.

I am indebted to collcaguces Trom the Labora-
tory of Benthos in Shirshov's Institute of Occun-
ology, Moscow, for the privilege of being able to
cxamine the Storthyngura colleetions. The ter-
minology and measurements follow Wilson and
Hessler (1980). When measuring the body pro-
portions the body spines were omitted. The
type matcrial is deposited in the Zoological
Muscum of Moscow University, Moscow, Russia
(ZMMU) and Muscum Victoria, Meclbourne,
Australia (NMV) .
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