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Abstract 

Kelly, P.G. and Reid, C.A.M., I 999. Designation of type species for the genera of Australian 
paropsine beetles (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidac). Memoirs of li-fuseum Victoria 57: 263-266. 

Type species are listed for all Australian genera in the subtribe Paropsina, including neces­
sary first designations for C/11:vsophtharta Weise, Faex Weise, Notoclea Marsharn, Pyrgoides 
gen. nov., Sterromela Weise, Trachyme/a Weise and Trochalodes Weise. The synonymy of 
Notoclea with Paropsis Olivier, and Pyrgoide.1· with Acacicola Lea are confirmed. A new 
species synonym is recorded: Paropsis hamach:rns Stal = Acacicola tristis Lea. 

Introduction 

The paropsine chrysomelids arc among the most 
diverse and taxonomically intricate group of 
beetles associated with natural vegetation in 
Australian. A few paropsincs have in recent years 
become serious pests in cucalypt plantations in 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. Many 
of the 450 described species have been allocated 
uncritically to genus and the genera themselves 
have not always been delineated clearly. This 
paper is a stait towards resolving these taxonomic 
problems. 

The genus Paropsis was erected by Olivier 
(1807) for 14 Australian chrysomelid species. 
Marsham ( 1808) erected the genus Notoclea with 
20 species which were incorporated into Paropsis 
by Olivier (1825). Subsequently, Boisduval 
(1835), Erichson (1842), Gennar (1848), Bohc­
man (1858), Stal (1860). Clark (1864 , 1866), 
Baly (1864), Chapuis (1877) and Blackburn 
(1890-1901) added large numbers of species to 
the genus, so that by 1916, 406 species were 
listed from Australia (Weise, 1916). Since 1916, 
a number of species have been described by 
Weise (1817, 1923), Lea (1924), Grcssitt (1963) 
and Selman (1983 ), and the current total is about 
450 species. 

This large number of rather similar species, 
many with quite inadequate descriptions, has 
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made identification by later workers very 

difficult. Several attempts have been made to 
split Parnpsis into smaller groups. Motschulsky 
( 1960) split three genera from Paropsis, namely 
Dicranostema, Niliosouw, and Paropsistema. 
Blackbum, in a series of papers ( l  897a- l901) 
arranged Paropsis into five "groups" and a num­
ber of ''subgroups" while still retaining the genus 
Paropsis for all species. Weise (1901-1915) split 
Paropsis into nine genera: Sterrome/a Weise, 
Trocha/odes Weise, and Dicrauosterna Mot­
schulsky in the tribe Dicranosternini Weise and 
Paropsis Olivier, Paropsisterna Motschulsky, 
Clnysophtharta Weise, Tracl,y111ela Weise, Foex 
Weise, Pmcris Weise, Philhydro11opo Weise and 
Pyrgo Weise in the tribe Paropsinini Weise. Most 
of these genera are poorly diagnosed with no 
accompanying illustrations. Some are defined 
only by the species that Weise placed in them and 
most lack designated type species. 

Daccordi ( 1994) presented a checklist of world 
chrysomeline genera and made several new syn­
onymic designations in the paropsine genera, thus 
at present 15 Australian genera are considered 
valid. 

For this paper type specimens were examined 
for most designated type species and where none 
was available specimens named by Blackbum or 
Lea were used. The validity of these genera is not 
discussed here. 
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Australian generic names in the Paropsina
(si-nsii Daccordi, 1994), with designated type

species

The name Coccinelloides Latreille is not listed

below. Selman (1963) following Weise (1916)
claimed thai lh i s is an available generic-rank

name based on a species, "australasiae", without

authorship, He then decided thai Chrysomela
amtralasiae Fabricius was the intended spec-

ies and declared tins to be the type species.

We believe thai the phrase "coccinelloides

australasiae" of Latreille (1807:58) was never

meant to be generic but was merely descriptive

and this is clearly how latreille uses the term
'coccinelloides' in a later work ( 1X25: 10).

Acacicoitt Lea, 1902: 3-92

Type species. Acacicola fristis lea, 1903 by
monotypy.

Chondromela Weise, 1915: 435

Type species. Chondromela mjoebergi Weise,
I'M 5 by monotypy.

Chrysophtharta Weise, 1901 165

Type species. Weise (.1901) did not nominate a

type species but listed six species. The first of
these, Paropsis uobiliiata frichson, 1842, is here

designated type species.

Dicranosterna Motschulsky, I860: 193

Type species. Paropsis picea Olivier, 1807 by
original designation.

Fqex Weise 1901: 165

Type species, Weise (1901) did not designate a

type species but listed three species names. The
lirst, Paropsis natutipennis Chaputs, 1877 is here

designated type species.

Niliosoma Motschulsky, 1X60: 194

Type species. Paropsis testacea Olivier, I <S()7 by
original designation. This species is unrecognis-

able and the type is apparently lost. Niliosoma is

therefore a iiome/i (lithium and unusable, but it

any case it has always been ignored by Australian

workers.

Notoclea Marsham, 1808: 2X3

Type species. Marsham described 20 species in

this genus but failed to designate a type. Notoclea

obsoleta Marsham, 1X08 is hereby designated

type species. Notoclea obsoleta is a junior

synonym and homonym of Paropsis obsoleta

Olivier, IX0X therefore synonymy of the two

genera is confirmed (Daccordi, 1994).

Novacastria Selman, 1983a: 179

Type speeies. Novaeaslria nothofagi Selman,

1983 by original designation and monotypy.

Paropsides Motschulsky, I860: 192

Type species. Paropsis ditodecimpustulata

(lebler, 1X25 by original designation.

Paropsis Olivier, 1X07: 5%

Type species. Paropsis obsoleta Olivier, 1807 by

subsequent designation (Selman, 1963).

Paropsisterna Motschulsky, I860: 192

Type species. Notoclea sexpustulaia Marsham,
1808 by original designation.

Philhydronopa Weise, I 90 I: 166

Iype \/>ecies. Paropsis cteneipennis Chapuis,
1877 by original designation.

Procrisina Aslam, 1968: 12';

I'rocris Weise. 1901: 165, nee Fabricius, 1807
(junior homonym).

Ctorindina .lolivet, 1957: 170, nee Khoda-
lerich, 1930 (junior homonym).

(lorim/iel/a Jolivet, 1971: 382 (unecessary

nom. nov.).

Type species. Paropsis pictipemiis Hoheman,
1858 by original designation (Weise, 1901).

Pyrgoides gen. nov,

Pyrgo Weise 1901: 166. nee Deftaiice, 1824
(junior homonym).

Pyrgoides Aslam, 1968: 12') (nomen nudum,
no type species)

Type species. The name Pyrogoides was proposed
by Aslam (1 968) as a replacement name lor the

preoccupied Pyrgo Weise. Published after 1930
Aslam's name is unavailable as no type species

was designated (IC/.N Article 13(b)). We make it

available here. Weise (1901) did not designate a

type species of Pyrgo but listed a number of
species to be included in his genus. Paropsis
hamadryas Stal, 1 860, one of these, is hereby des-

ignated type species. This species is a senior syn-
onym at Acacicola tristis t.ea (syn. nov.; types

examined), thereby confirming synonymy of
Pyrgoides with Acacicola Lea (Daccordi, 1994).
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Rhaebostema Weise, 1917: 124 Blackburn, I'., 1894. Further notes on Australian

/V/v .v/. t r/V.v. Rhaebosterna sciala Weise 1917 Sfl^fr'
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species. transactions of the Royal Society oj Smith
Australia, IS: 200 240.

Blackburn, T., 18%, Coleoptera, Report of the Horn
Expedition M < 'entral Utslruliu 2 (Zoology):

Type-species. Weise (191 5) placed four species of „, ?k, ! II1M „
Pfimnris In V/ >» , ./ , ,„IiK ..,. 1 . ' ,'
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costata Chapuis, 1877 is here designated type Blackburn, I., 1897b. Revision of the genus Paropsis.
Species. par| ||, Proceedings ofthe Li/mean Society <>l New

South Wales 22( I ) 166 189.

Trochalodes Weise, 1901: 167 Blackburn, I.. 1898, Revision of the genus Paropsis,

r .. .
, .

Part 111. Proceedings ofthe Linnean Society ofNew
type species. No type species was designated South Wales 23 (2): 218 263
by Weise

( 1901) bul three species were named, Blackburn, I , 1899a, Revision of the genus Paropsis
two erroneously. The first ami only correctly ParilV. Proceedings ofthe linnean Satiety oj'New
named species, Paropsis circe Stal, I860 is here South Wales 23(4): 656 700.

designated the type species. Blackburn, I., ls i )<>K Revision ol the genus Paropsis
Pari V, Proceedings ofthe Linnean Society ofNew

Trachymela Weise, 1908: 8
s'"" 1
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521.

Blackburn, I'., 1901. Revision of the genus Paropsis,
Type species. No type species was deisgnalcd by Part VI. Proceedings of the Linnean Society o) New
Weise but he listed three species names and, by South Wcr/cw26(l) 159 [96.

inference, all species in Blackburn's Group III of Boheman, ell, 1858. KongHga Swnska Fregatten

Paropsis. One ol' the listed names, Paropsis Eugenies Resu omkring Jorden aren, 1851 1853

sloanei Blackburn 1897, is here designated type
Vo1 : (Zoology I, Inseeta): 1(3 218, Stockholm.

mpripK Boisduval, J.B.A., 1835. Voyage de decouvertes <lespecies

Xanthogramma Weise, 1023: 63

I 'Astrolabe h'aune Entonwlogique 2, Coleopteres
ei mitres ordres. lasin: Paris, viH7!6pp.

Chapuis, I

1

., 1877. Synopsis dc.S cspcccs du genre
Paropsis, Innaies de la Soeiete entomologique de

Type species. Xanthogramma peltucida Weise, Belgique 20: 67 101.

1423 by monotypy. Clark, II., 1864. Descriptions of now Australian

Phylophaga. Journal of Entomology 2: 247 263.
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